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NOTICE 
 

UNDERSTANDING OF THE NOTION OF EDITION 

It is important to note that this edition implicitly includes all the amendments and errata that might eventually 
be developed, and published separately. It is the responsibility of the users of this document to verify if any 
amendments or errata exist. 

 
INTERPRETATION 

The verb shall is used to express a requirement that is mandatory in order to comply with this document. 

The verb should, or the equivalent expressions it is recommended that and ought to, is used to indicate a 
useful, but not mandatory, suggestion, or to provide the most appropriate means of complying with this 
document. 

Except for the notes presented as normative notes that contain mandatory requirements and are stated only in 
the lower part of figures and tables, all other notes are informative (non-mandatory) and provide useful 
information pertaining to the understanding or intent of a requirement, or to add some clarification or 
precision. 

Normative annexes provide additional requirements that are mandatory in order to comply with this 
document. 

Informative annexes provide additional information (non-mandatory) intended to assist in the understanding 
or use of elements of this document or to clarify its implementation, but they contain no requirements that are 
mandatory in order to comply with this document. 
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FOREWORD 

This document was prepared in consultation with a Certification Protocol Development Committee, 
whose members were: 

ANTLER, Susan Compost Council of Canada (CCC) 

CHAREST, Marie-Hélène Cascades Canada Inc. 

COLGAN, George Bag to Earth  

DIMASO, Mike Board of Governors, Exhibition Place 

DOAN, Minh-Quan Dyne-A-Pack Inc. 

EDGECOMBE, Fred H. Canadian Plastics Industry Association (CPIA) 

HEBERT, Daniel BASF Canada 

HUZAR, William Consumer Council of Canada 

LANGDON, Allen Canadian Council of Grocery Distributors 
(CCGD) 

MORENCY, Pierre Nova Envirocom 

RIVIERE, Wayne W. Ralston (Canada) Inc. 

SAVARD, Sylvain Centre de recherche industrielle du Québec  
 (CRIQ) 

TAILLEFER, Sophie Recyc-Québec 

TOMCHYSHYN, Jodi Canadian Council of Ministers of Environment,  
 Extended Producer Responsibility Task Group 

VERSARI, Marco Novamont S.p.A. 

YEE, Allan City of Edmonton 

 

PARÉ, Sophie (Coordinator) Bureau de normalisation du Québec (BNQ) 
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The collaboration or the participation of the following people is also worthy of mention: 

ALLARD, Sylvain Bureau de normalisation du Québec (BNQ) 

FARACHI, Fernanda Novamont S.p.A. 

KELLY, Shawn W. Ralston (Canada) Inc. 

LECLAIR, Éric Centre de technologie minérale et de 
plasturgie inc. 

PARADIS, Geneviève Sobeys Québec Inc. 

 

The development of this document was made possible thanks to the financial support of the 
following organizations: Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment Inc. (CCME), Cascades 
Canada Inc., Division Cascades Tissue Group, Cascades Canada Inc., Division Plastics Cascades, 
W. Ralston (Canada) Inc., Novamont S.p.A. and Dyne-A-Pack Inc. 
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COMPOSTABLE PRODUCTS  

CERTIFICATION PROTOCOL 

1 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this document is to establish the certification requirements, rules of procedure and 
marking requirements for the certification of compostable products in accordance with the require-
ments of Standard CAN/BNQ 0017-088 and the technical requirements for compostable products 
specified in Chapter 5 of this document. 

This document is for manufacturers seeking to have the conformity of their products recognized by 
the Bureau de normalisation du Québec (BNQ). 

NOTE — The composition of compostable products is not limited to plastics. For instance, other 
products made from materials of a natural origin can be considered compostable products as long as they 
meet the requirements of Standard CAN/BNQ 0017-088. 

2 NORMATIVE REFERENCES 

In this document, a dated normative reference means that this specific edition shall be used, while a 
non-dated normative reference means that the last edition of this reference shall be used. 

For the purpose of this document, the following reference documents contain the necessary require-
ments and are referred to in appropriate places in the text: 

DOCUMENTS FROM STANDARDS BODIES 

BNQ (Bureau de normalisation du Québec) [http://www.bnq.qc.ca] 

 CAN/BNQ 0017-088 Specifications for compostable plastics. 
  (Spécifications pour les plastiques compostables.) 

 NQ 9902-001 Product, Process and Service Certification — 
Rules of Procedure. 

  (Certification de produits, de processus et de services — 
Règles de procédure.) 

 


