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NOTICE

UNDERSTANDING OF THE NOTION OF EDITION

It is important to note that this edition implicitly includes all the amendments and errata that might eventually
be developed, and published separately. It is the responsibility of the users of this document to verify if any
amendments or errata exist.

INTERPRETATION
The verb shall is used to express a requirement that is mandatory in order to comply with this document.

The verb should, or the equivalent expressions it is recommended that and ought to, is used to indicate a
useful, but not mandatory, suggestion, or to provide the most appropriate means of complying with this
document.

Except for the notes presented as normative notes that contain mandatory requirements and are stated only in
the lower part of figures and tables, all other notes are informative (non-mandatory) and provide useful
information pertaining to the understanding or intent of a requirement, or to add some clarification or
precision.

Normative annexes provide additional requirements that are mandatory in order to comply with this
document.

Informative annexes provide additional information (non-mandatory) intended to assist in the understanding

or use of elements of this document or to clarify its implementation, but they contain no requirements that are
mandatory in order to comply with this document.
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FOREWORD
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COMPOSTABLE PRODUCTS —
CERTIFICATION PROTOCOL

1 PURPOSE

The purpose of this document is to establish the certification requirements, rules of procedure and
marking requirements for the certification of compostable products in accordance with the require-
ments of Standard CAN/BNQ 0017-088 and the technical requirements for compostable products
specified in Chapter 5 of this document.

This document is for manufacturers seeking to have the conformity of their products recognized by
the Bureau de normalisation du Québec (BNQ).

NOTE — The composition of compostable products is not limited to plastics. For instance, other
products made from materials of a natural origin can be considered compostable products as long as they
meet the requirements of Standard CAN/BNQ 0017-088.

2 NORMATIVE REFERENCES

In this document, a dated normative reference means that this specific edition shall be used, while a
non-dated normative reference means that the last edition of this reference shall be used.

For the purpose of this document, the following reference documents contain the necessary require-
ments and are referred to in appropriate places in the text:

DOCUMENTS FROM STANDARDS BODIES
BNQ (Bureau de normalisation du Québec) [http://www.bng.qc.ca]

CAN/BNQ 0017-088 Specifications for compostable plastics.

(Spécifications pour les plastiques compostables.)

NQ 9902-001 Product, Process and Service Certification —

Rules of Procedure.
(Certification de produits, de processus et de services —
Reégles de procédure.)
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